Men make their own history, but they do not make it just as they please; they do not make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under circumstances directly encountered, given and transmitted from the past.
(Die Menschen machen ihre eigene Geschichte, aber sie machen sie nicht aus freien Stücken, nicht unter selbstgewählten, sondern unter unmittelbar vorgefundenen, gegebenen und überlieferten Umständen). Bonaparte (1852) Arab realities today summon the type of intellectual who is able to live in the vicinity of the people and society, not in the vicinity of power.
Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis
Abdulraziq Eid (1989) Decisive moments in history seem always to transpire in the heat of an encounter. In the Marxian scheme of things, the encounter almost always manifests itself in revolutionary terms, a drastic uprooting of that which is 'given, transmitted from the past' , and which has the force of continuity on its side. The moment of encounter, however, is by definition a moment of taking stock of that which resists us, a redefining of the balance of power, whether on the personal or on the historical level. While this moment may not always be revolutionary, it can still be a moment of redemption, as we learn from Nietzsche and Benjamin. For what is at stake is not just the act of making history. It is also, and perhaps eventually more crucially so, that which surrounds the act and grounds both the chosen and the given circumstances. I do not refer here only to Nietzsche's 'aura of the non-historical' or Benjamin's 'messianic forces' . I refer rather to the more localized historical realities of encounter that determine the 'signature' and fix the condition of possibility of intervention. For these realities bear on the intellectual's self-insight and converge on what I have defined in the first chapter as the intellectual's image of voice. Marx's word for encounter is vorfinden, which seems to capture the idea of something one comes across as it were contingently, rather than just as given or transmitted.
1 The urgency of the encounter, we must note, derives not only from achieved personal and intellectual insight but also from immediately present social, cultural and historical realities that are perceived to be still pregnant with 'the pastness of the
